
 

May 12, 2017 

Ocean View Presbyterian Church 

 

Call to Order 

President Jean Sewald called the meeting to order. Jean opened our meeting with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  She welcomed everyone and reminded members and guests to sign in.  Janet 
Thomas introduced her neighbor Mary Mitchell.  Maureen Eisenhart introduced our newest 
member, Donna Gray.  Donna is a former member of Severn River Garden Club in Severna 
Park, MD. 

Program 

Vice-President Maureen Ryan introduced Mary Hall.  Mary is a Sussex County Master Gardener 
and a co-chair of the Demonstration Garden in Georgetown, DE.  Mary’s program was 
“Mahvelous Moss” and she shared what she has learned about moss, including the benefits of 
having moss in our gardens, where it grows, how it grows and the different ways to use moss.  
She brought several examples of mosses common to our area. (See attached handout) 

President’s Report 

Jean introduced the plan to plant a tree in memory of Claire Sileo at the Delaware Botanic 
Gardens at Pepper Creek.  This is a part of the DFGC President’s plan for TREE-mendous DE.  
Lisa explained that her priority aligns with the National president’s project of Plant America and 
is a joint project with the Botanic Garden and DFGC.  For a donation of $100, a tree will be 
planted at the Garden in memory of Claire.  This listing of our club name and Claire’s will 
appear on our DFGC website ongoing and will be linked from the Delaware Botanic Gardens 
website to this listing.  The family will receives a certificate of recognition. 

Secretary’s Report 

The minutes of the April meeting distributed by email were approved as corrected. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Lenora Gentry reported a balance in our checking account of $9,581.84 as of May 10, 2017.  It 
is time to renew membership and Kathy Lesperance is accepting dues.  Committee chairs will 
meet following this meeting to draft the 2017-18 budget. 



 

Membership 

Maureen Eisenhart announced that we have had a few resignations and now have opening for 4 
new members.  She reminded us that every member is expected to be active on at least one 
committee. Active means to attend committee meetings and participate on the projects!   
Maureen circulated the sheet for members to select their committees for the next year. 

Flower Show 

Maureen Ryan reminded members of the timeline for our Flower Show at Salt Pond.  We are 
able to set up starting at 7 pm on Thursday, June 22nd.  Email Maureen Ryan if you have 6 ft. 
tables we can use for horticulture.  She also requested a couple of carts to transport 
horticulture into the building and a few display easels.  Please plan to bring your entries to Salt 
Pond EARLIER THE BETTER, between 8 and 10 am, on Friday. We can bring items for the plant 
sale on Thursday night also. The Flower Show is open to the public from 1:30 to 4:30 on Friday 
and 10 – 1 on Saturday. Volunteers are needed for clean-up starting at 1:30 on Saturday.   

Susie Miller offered to drive the judges from the Club House to Jean’s house where Karen Plis 
and Terry Stea will welcome them with brunch. 

We are still in need of a key volunteer for Horticulture classification, working with Sandra Lopez. 

Brenda Kerber showed examples of the signage. Brenda also offered to chair the Raffle. 

Lenora Gentry did the artwork for our schedule.  The originals will be available as part of the 
auction. Colored posters are available for distribution in the community. Attached is the 
Schedule.   
 
Lisa reminded those making miniature or small designs to carefully measure your designs to 
make sure within the size requirements. It is very important to carefully groom your plants to 
prepare for entering.  EVERY member is expected to enter many classes of horticulture.  The 
entry cards will be available in June meeting. 
 
Alva Hutchison talked briefly about the importance of conditioning plant material and provided 
the attached handout.  Conditioning is very important since the entries must stay fresh for our 
two day show!  Alva suggested having additional material to replace anything that may get 
damaged in transporting to the Club House or to freshen for the second day. 
 
Beach Cleanup 
 
Pat Fulton announced that the beach cleanup is scheduled for September 16th. Email Pat if you 
are willing to chair the coordination of this project. 
 
Ways and Means 
 
Ria Carraro is pleased to announce that the Town of Bethany has donated at least 300 tulip 
bulbs to GBTS to sell at our Flower Show.  Ria held a workshop on May 11th at her home to 
clean the bulbs and prepare for sale.  The group also decorated Mason Jars.  Ria reminded 



members to divide and prepare plants for the plant sale.  She needs volunteers for both days 
at the Flower Show.  

 
Yearbook and website 

Brenda Kerber has begun the work on the Yearbook.  She has extended the deadline for chairs 
to submit material until July 1st, since we are so busy with the Flower Show.  There was 
discussion about the size of the yearbook and style and if members prefer to copy their own 
materials, which impacts the cost of the handbook.  Brenda is also seeking input for the 
website, since the content of the yearbook goes on the website. 

South Coast Library Cottage Tour 

Alva Hutchison announced that our club has been assigned the Maher-Heitt home in Salt Pond 
for Wednesday, July 26th.  We will have morning and afternoon shifts and will need 10 
hostesses for each shift.  We have a few more slots open for volunteers.   

 
Hospitality:  
 
Nancy Hoffman thanked the hostesses for a lovely luncheon --Joan Sandone, coordinator, also 
Lisa Arni, Ellen Dowling, Pat Powell, Marty Pratt, Ria Carraro, and Brenda Kerber. The greeter at 
the welcome table was Carol Bishop. 
Nancy passed around the sign-up sheet to be a hostess at one of our monthly luncheons for 
2017-18. Nancy is chair of the Hospitality Committee for the upcoming flower show and needs 
members to volunteer for a Friday or Saturday shift to act as a hostess/greeter. It's an easy job, 
and we need people!  
An April hostess left a bag in the church kitchen that hasn't been claimed yet. Nancy announced 
that she brought little bottles for flower specimens if anyone needs them for the flower show.  
 
Delaware Federation of Garden Club 
 
Lisa announced that the next DFGC meeting is Wednesday, June 21st at Dover Downs Hotel and 
Casino in Dover starting at 9:30 am.  The fee is $30 and includes breakfast, meeting, lunch and 
a program Trash to Treasures Garden Art by Dottie Howatt and Lisa Arni.  This is the meeting 
where Awards are announced.  Members are asked to contact Jean Sewald and send your 
registration check no later than June 1st. 
 
In addition to the tree project with Delaware Botanic Gardens, Lisa spoke about another project, 
TREE-mendous Delaware Membership Growth – to entice the formation of new clubs and to 
encourage increased membership in current Garden Clubs.  Alva Hutchison is serving as chair 
of membership for DFGC.  Judy Stuhl expressed interest in serving on the committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Alva Hutchison 
Secretary 
 

  


