
 

November 10, 2017 
Ocean View Presbyterian Church 
 
Welcome 

President Jean Sewald called the meeting to order and we said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  
Jean reminded all members & guests to sign in. 

Secretary’s Report 

The minutes of the October meeting were approved as distributed. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Lenora Gentry reported a balance of $9,734.33 as of November 1, 2017.  

Vice-President’s Report 

In the absence of Maureen Ryan, our Vice-President, President Jean Sewald reminded us that the 
December meeting will be a luncheon at Just Hooked of Rt. 1 in Fenwick Island.  Maureen has arranged 
for us to order off the menu and we will have separate checks.  A sign-up sheet was distributed.  
Contact Maureen Ryan. 

Instead of a gift exchange, our Club will make a donation to the Delaware Food Bank.  Your 
contribution can be cash or a check made out to the Delaware Food Bank, as an individual charity 
donation.  Our treasurer will write a GBTS check for the cash collected and send with the members’ 
checks. 

Membership 

Maureen Eisenhart introduced our newest member Cathy Krawchuk and guests: Judy Ripple and Carolyn 
Clipp.  Maureen reminded us that DFGC is doing a Jewelry Jumbo fundraiser and all Clubs are collecting 
new or gently used jewelry.  Members are urged to bring their jewelry to December, January or 
February meetings.  

Parliamentarian 

Pat Fulton presented a change to two amendments in our Bylaws.  The Executive Board met in August 
and recommended amending two of our bylaws for more clarity.  As required by Roberts Rules of 
Order, there must be two readings of the changes before membership can vote to adopt the 



amendments.  The changes were distributed to the membership in an email.  The email is considered 
the 1st reading.   

First amendment is to Article III (Membership) Section 2, changing the wording that prospective 
members ‘must attend two (2) meetings’ before requesting membership. This amendment is to enable 
the prospective member to see if there is interest in joining the club. The bylaw now reads: Membership 
shall be open to all persons who are interested in the objectives of the club. Prospective members may 
visit no more than two (2) scheduled club meetings before requesting membership. Membership shall 
become effective upon the payment of dues. Amended bylaw will read: Membership shall be open to all 
persons who are interested in the objectives of the club. Prospective members must attend two (2) 
scheduled club meetings before requesting membership. Membership shall become effective upon the 
payment of dues. 

Second amendment is to add the following sentence to Article V (Officers and Executive Board Duties) 
Section 1, which section states the term of officers, ‘The Treasurer may elect to serve two consecutive 
terms (a total of four (4) years).’ This amendment is to enable the Treasurer to serve another term if 
he/she feels it is beneficial to the club.  After further discussion, it was determined that all officers 
could decide to serve two consecutive terms (a total of four (4) years).  Parliamentarian Pat Fulton will 
forward by email a new revision of Article V, Section1 to the membership.  It will vote in December. 

Nominating Committee 

President Jean Sewald announced that Nominations are open for a new slate of officers: President, 
Vice-President, Treasurer and Parliamentarian.  Alva is willing to serve another term as Secretary.  
The Slate is offered in February and voted on in March.  Please contact Jean if you are interested in 
serving as an officer or on the Nominating Committee. 

Hospice Tree 

In the absence of the chair, Brenda Wimperis, Judy Stuhl and Peggie Ravida showed the ornaments the 
committee has completed for the Hospice Tree.  In addition, members have decorated two wreaths.  
Businesses purchase the trees and Hospice donates the trees to be distributed to Foster Families. Bill 
and Brenda Wimperis are generously donating the supplies for the decorations, and will purchase gift 
cards for the family who receives our tree.  The committee will decorate the tree on Tuesday, 
November 28th, starting at 10 am.  They plan to enjoy a celebratory lunch following the decorating!  

Ways and Means 

Linda Eaton announced a Tea will be held again this spring at Cripple Creek Golf and Country Club.  
Mark your calendars for April 27th.  Pat Milstead asks members to start collecting scarves and purses 
which will be sold at the event.  The centerpieces will be decorated straw hats.  It was a fun and 
successful event last year. 

Garden Therapy 

Sandra Lopez thanked the members and urged participation in the committee.  Garden Therapy meets 
at 10 am on the second Thursday of each month. She reminded us that small baskets are needed to 
make the flower arrangements.  President Jean Sewald announced that former member Pat Sharp 
received a $50 gift card from Giant on Rt 26 to be used for the Garden Therapy project. 

New Community Project 



President Jean Sewald announced that the Club is looking for new projects for member participation.  
One suggestion is in the official capacity of volunteering as GBTS to support the Delaware Botanic 
Gardens at Pepper Creek.  Our member and Executive Director, Sheryl Swed, explained that volunteers 
sign up on the Botanic Gardens website (www.delawaregardens.org).  After enrolled, they are notified 
of volunteer days by email from Janet Point.  Gregg leads the volunteers in the work to be done that 
day, with Janet Point’s assistance.  The goal is for the garden to open in summer 2019.  GBTS 
members are urged to sign up and take an active role. 

Horticulture Moment  

Pat Drizd shared information about growing Paperwhite Narcissus for the holiday season.  She even 
shared that adding a solution of alcohol (vodka, gin or rubbing alcohol) after the bulbs are begin growing 
will stunt their growth to avoid having to stake the stalks.  Who knew! 

Design Moment 

Alva Hutchison brought a cornucopia for the Thanksgiving season.  She made the horn using a square 
piece of chicken wire and rolling it on a diagonal and securing to shape.  Use a pot lined with a plastic 
bag in the opening to hold the oasis for your design.  Using a hot glue gun, add moss to cover the 
frame and wrap with grapevine or bittersweet vine. 

Hospitality 

Nancy Hoffman thanked Marty Pratt for coordinating the luncheon today.  Maureen Eisenhart, Nancy 
Horne, Susie Miller, Janet Thomas and Pat Wood prepared the delicious spread.  Marty provided a 
seasonal Horn of Plenty centerpiece.  Audrey Young was at the Welcome Table. 

Website 

Brenda Kerber showed a PowerPoint of our Website. www.gardenersbythesea.com. We will now have a 
“members only” section with information and resources secure for our members.  This includes our 
roster, meeting minutes and other important information.  Log in and make the request to have access 
to the members only section and Brenda will approve your email. 

Program – Growing Culinary Herbs 

Our speaker was Gaye Mara.  Gaye has been a Master Gardener in both Virginia and Delaware.  She 
co-chairs the Sussex County Master Gardener’s Demonstration Garden in Georgetown.  Gaye took us 
through the steps of planning and installing an herb garden.  1) Chose the location, 2) Lay out the 
Design, 3) Install hardscape, 4) Select the plants, 5) Make the planting plan, and 6) Plant, and adjust as 
needed.  Enjoy!!  

Respectfully submitted, 

Alva P. Hutchison 

Secretary 

 

 


