
November 8, 2019  
Ocean View Presbyterian Church 

CALL TO ORDER: President, Lisa Arni 

President Lisa Arni opened the meeting welcoming members and guests, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Maureen Eisenhart introduced 3 new members: Kathy Schmidt, Maureen Siegert and Janet Horgen. 
Welcome Ladies! 

Pat Fulton was at the Welcome Table adorned with crafty pumpkins made by Janet Thomas.  Pat 
ensured that all members have completed the release form for publicity.   

MINUTES: Recording Secretary, Alva Hutchison 

Alva Hutchison reported that the minutes of the October meeting were distributed by email.  There are 
two corrections: Garden Therapy met on the 2nd Wednesday in October, but their schedule is on 2nd 
Thursday.  The Lord Baltimore garden clean-up was October 18th, not September.  

Hearing no further additions or corrections, the minutes are filed as revised and the approved version will 
be posted on our website. 

TREASURER, Carolyn Clipp 

Starting balance      $10,776.82 
Ending balance  $12,231.31 

Ending Balance reflects income from reservations for the bus trip to Christmas at Longwood Gardens.  
There will be pay-out for expenses of the bus and admission.  We also received dues for our new 
members and the Tree-mendous Tree project for Botanic Gardens. 

VICE PRESIDENT, Nancy Hoffman 
Nancy reported that Ria Cararro had knee replacement surgery last week and is doing very well.  Martha 
Gallagher’s youngest daughter is having emergency surgery now for a compressed nerve.  Next week 
her daughter # 2 is donating a kidney for daughter # 4.  We wish them the best. 



We will be meeting at Just Hooked in Fenwick on Friday, December 13th for our holiday party.  We will 
be ordering off the menu, with separate checks.  In lieu of a gift exchange, monetary donations will be 
collected for the Food Bank of Delaware.  If Members choose to participate, please bring your checks 
made out to Food Bank or give cash donations which will be forwarded to the organization. 

ACTION:  please rsvp to Nancy Hoffman, if you plan to attend.  Njhoff1@gmail.com  Call: 302-537-4345 

PROGRAM 

Nancy introduced our program: “Succulents for Laid-Back Gardeners”, presented by Gainor Urian and 
our Maureen Ryan, both Master Gardeners.  Succulents are plants that store water in the stems or 
leaves.  They have limited root system and can exist in arid, rocky, tropical or cold environments.  
Succulents conserve water.  They can grow outdoors or are indoor plants.  The speakers brought an 
assortment of succulents and ways succulent gardens can be displayed.  They brought examples of 
draped concrete planters, crafted using towels.  Directions for the planters are available on-line. 

Maureen shared a handout about the Spotted Lanternfly.  If allowed to spread, this pest could seriously 
impact highly valued grapes, fruit trees and ornamental shrubs and trees.  Maureen encouraged 
members to be alert when traveling to other states, including Pennsylvania, where the insects have 
been seen.  

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

BLUE STAR MEMORIAL MARKER – Maureen Eisenhart and Lisa Arni 

The Blue Star Memorial Marker dedication will be tomorrow, November 9th.  A brief dedication will be at 
the site of the marker at 1, followed by activities at the OV Presbyterian Church starting at 2 PM with a 
luncheon, followed by the dedication ceremony.  Alva Hutchison and Bea Nelson will be at the welcome 
table with name tags and to escort our guests to be seated.  

Sallie thanked the hospitality team and all the members who are preparing food.  Nancy Hoffman will 
coordinate the food for the Dedication Luncheon on Saturday.   

Chicken salad – Nancy Hoffman  
Ham Sandwiches – Maureen Ryan 
Deviled Eggs – Carol Bishop  
Veggies – Sue Basile  
Hummus, cheese and crackers – Barbara Ware 
Desserts – Maryanne Green  
Beverages – coffee, iced tea, water - Club will provide – 

Sandra Lopez thanked all members who are staying today to set up for the luncheon tomorrow.  Sandra, 
Carol Bishop, Donna Gray and Ria made patriotic red, white and blue with flags and floral designs in 
Mason jars for the tables and around the hall, with our ivory cloth table cloths. 



Sally asked for a show of hands of members who plan to attend and those who are willing to stay to 
clean up after the event. 

HOSPICE TREE, Alva Hutchison for Brenda Wimperis and Judy Stuhl 

Alva brought a collection of the ornaments for our trees for Delaware Hospice - Festival of Trees.  She 
asked members of this committee to stand to be recognized and thanked.  Three workshops were held 
in October in Santa's workshop in the basement of Brenda's home.   ELVES AT WORK is our theme.  
Brenda and Judy found DIY ornaments and gathered all of the supplies.  Brenda set up work stations at 
numerous tables in her basement - and with fabrics, cardboard, yarn and scissors, hot  glue guns and 
paint this full assortment of crafty ornaments were created.  Committee is saving Wednesday, 
December 4th to go to Milford to decorate our two trees, a 6 ft and a 4 ft.  Brenda will get us 
information about the location of the Festival of Trees - and the time for decorating.  

HOSPITALITY, Sallie Melvin 

Sallie thanked the hostesses for November:  Maureen Ryan (coordinator), Thea Chandross, Susan 
Tracey, Connie Ryan, Pat Drizd, and Janet Thomas.  Pat Drizd provided a lovely fall design for the table. 

YEARBOOK, Maureen Ryan 

Maureen announced that starting now the membership list will be distributed as an addendum of 
changes in membership: new members, address changes, resignations. 

WAYS & MEANS 

Dine and Donate – Karen Plis 

Our first Dine & Donate of the season was held on October 17th at Fins Ale House. It was a huge success!  
We earned $754 on the sales of food and beverages (20%).  Our half of the 50/50 was $214.  The 
gentleman who won, gave us back $100.  That brings our GRAND TOTAL to $1068!  Many thanks to 
those who attended and enjoyed food and drink.  And a special thanks to those who helped sell 50/50 
tickets. A good time was had by all.  Karen asked if GBTS has notecards with our logo.  Lisa replied we do 
not.   Karen requested a thank you letter be sent to the restaurant. 

Our next Dine & Donate will be at NE Seafood Kitchen on January 9th from 5-9. We hope to have 
another good turnout. 

We still have a less than 10 spots left on the Bus Trip to Christmas at Longwood Gardens on Friday, 
December 6th.  $65 per person.  We will meet at 8:45 am at the Giant in Millville, leaving Longwood 
Gardens at 6 PM giving us time to see the gardens lit for the season.  We will be back before 9 pm. 
Lunch on own, with choice to dine in the cafeteria, Beer Garden, or make reservations in the Restaurant. 
You can bring your own lunch. We want to fill the bus!  Will have raffle and/or 50/50 on the bus.  
Payment is due now, made payable to GBTS and sent to Ria Carraro, 37129 Lord Baltimore Lane, Ocean 
View DE 19970 (Phone: 302-537-6623)  

WEBSITE – Cathy Bowen 

Cathy established one password for the “Members Only” section:  gbts19930.  Lisa thanked Cathy for 
her work. 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

PHOTOGRAPHY CHALLENGE – Alva thanked the members for participating in the Photography 
Challenge.  It was enjoyable! 

NEW BUSINESS 

Treasurer Carolyn Clipp proposed placing $5,000 in an interest bearing CD account at County Bank, 
where we have our checking account.  Rate is 1.75% for 24 months.  Lesser time is less than 1 %.  After 
discussion, vote was taken, passed with one nay.  

Concerns expressed regarding the handling of finances for GBTS future special projects was duly 
noted and will be taken up at the next GBTS board meeting."

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

x November 20th is the DFGC meeting in Dover.  Our National President, Gay Austin, plans to
attend.  Today is the deadline to let Carolyn know if you are attending.

x November 20th is also the date for a Wreath Workshop with the Ocean View Historical Society at
John West Park.  OV Historical Society will provide the materials.  Sandra Lopez circulated a sign-
up sheet.

Respectfully submitted, 

Alva Hutchison 

Recording Secretary 


