
  
  
May 11, 2018  
Ocean View Presbyterian Church  
  
President Jean Sewald opened our meeting, welcoming all and led the Pledge of Allegiance.    
  
Program  
Maureen Ryan introduced our program: Lasagna Gardening – a layering system for bountiful gardens with no 
digging, no tilling and less weeding.  Our program was presented by Karen Wilkens.  Karen became a Master 
Gardener in 2003 in California, transferred to Texas and now in Delaware.  She has an interest in preserving our 
wetlands, growing native and more organic management of lawns. See attached handouts. 
  
Installation of Officers 
DFGC President Lisa Arni conducted a ceremony to install the Club officers to serve the 2018-2020 term.  Lisa 
used a creative herb theme to convey the responsibilities of each position:  Betty Bloomfield, President (Dill), 
Cherie Dorfman, Vice-President (Rosemary), Alva Hutchison, Secretary (mint), Brenda Kerber, Treasurer (Sage). 
 
New President’s Report 
Betty Bloomfield offered her GROW AND BLOOM vision for her term as our President.   She stressed that 
members are the most important part of our Club.  She encouraged members to bring Betty their ideas and 
concerns.  She promises to listen, but 1:1 and as a group.   A new member mentoring program will be 
established to provide greater welcome and support to help our new members to feel valued.  She encouraged 
us to reach out and invite people to join GBTS, including men!  Our members provide talent, diversity and 
creativity.  Betty plans to circulate the agenda prior to our meetings, so we can prepare and anticipate the 
meeting.  We are reminded to take an active role in committees.  Committee chairs will provide a short 
description of the work of the committee as they give their reports at our meetings.  Ria is organizing small 
groups to offer workshops throughout the year as an opportunity to get to know one another.  Betty is 
suggesting activities will include greater support for the DFGC TREE-mendous Tree project at Delaware Botanic 
Garden, passing a small box for designated donations each meeting.  Community projects may include labeling 
plants at the South Coastal Library, gardens at the Tunnel West building in conjunction with the Ocean View 
Historical Society, form an active volunteer group of GBTS members at the Delaware Botanic Gardens, hold a 
Small Flower Show focusing on horticulture and other activities.  Betty announced that Margaret Woda has 
accepted the role of publicity chair to garner a greater presence in our communities.   
 
Secretary’s Report  
The minutes of our April meeting were accepted as distributed.  
  
Treasurer’s Report  
Lenora Gentry reported dues collected as of May 4th total $1,205.00.  The Tea Luncheon at Cripple Creek net was 
$1,100.00 after expenses.  A $2000 check was sent to DelTech Community College for our scholarship.  Ending 



Balance is now $8,255.70 per our new treasurer, Brenda Kerber.   On April 23, 2018 a Financial Review was 
conducted by Nancy Hoffman, Maureen Eisenhart and Lenora Gentry with no significant differences. 
 
  
 
Ways and Means 
Maureen Eisenhart shared that GBTS will have a table at the 11th Annual Artisans Fair and Farmer’s Market on 
May 26th at Lord Baltimore Elementary School sponsored by the AARP.  Members are urged to donate potted 
plants.  The Town of Bethany has donated their red and yellow tulip bulbs for our sale.  There is a possibility of 
coverage for GBTS as part of the Fair on WBOC-TV.  Ria distributed yellow cards to use to identify your plants.  
There is a spot on the card for a picture of the plant, perhaps when it is in bloom, if appropriate. The internet is 
a source of the photos.  Brenda Kerber is willing to accept plants ahead of the day.  Contact Brenda to drop off 
your plants if you are unable to attend the sale on May 26th. Call: 302-616-1528 or email 
sammiemissie@msn.com 
 
Mark your calendars!  Ria announced upcoming events planned for the upcoming year.  A bus trip is planned to 
Mt. Cuba Gardens on April 30, 2019 and the Wine and Cheese Social is planned for October 26,, 2018, location to 
be determined.   
 
Garden Therapy  
Sandra Lopez thanking all who volunteer for the committee.  This month Kathy Lesperance, Nancy Hoffman and 
Audrey Young joined Sandra at the Pyle Center in Roxanna.  Our volunteers lead the group at the Cheer Center 
to make lovely small arrangements.  She encouraged members to participate in Garden Therapy which meets 
the 2nd Thursday of every month.   
 
Membership 
Maureen Eisenhart is pleased to announce that all chair positions have been filled, except Historian.  Members 
are reminded of their obligation to take an active role on committees as part of their membership requirements.  
The sign-up sheet to serve as hostesses was circulated. 
 
Lord Baltimore Elementary 
Pat Drizd shared more about the monthly program held for students in selected 2nd grade classrooms.  This past 
month the theme was the Horseshoe Crab and their role with the Redknot birds.  The typical lesson includes a 
story, the lesson, an arts and crafts project and a journal entry. 
 
Thea reminded members that we also maintain a rain garden at Lord Baltimore.  We clean up and plant the 
garden a couple times a year. 
  
Hospitality  
Nancy Hoffman introduced Sallie Melvin as the new Hospitality chair. Brenda Wimperis served as the 
coordinator for today’s luncheon.  Hostesses were Peggie Ravida, Lenora Gentry, Linda Eaton, Donna Gray and 
Pat Drizd.  Beverly Gordon contributed to our luncheon. The table was decorated with plants and balloons to 
celebrate Mother’s Day.  Following the meeting, the plants were given away by drawing names.  Nancy 
reminded us that the plan for June is pizza and salad.   
 
Cottage Tour 
Alva explained that an annual project of GBTS is providing hostesses for the Friends of the South Coastal 
Library’s Beach and Bay Cottage Tour.  We provide hostesses for one house on Wednesday July 25th.  We will 
need about 10 volunteers for the morning shift and 10 volunteers for the afternoon shift.  Alva is our 
coordinator and will be contacting members to sign up.  We will confirm in June. 
 



Horticulture Moment 
Pat Drizd – Save the Monarch Butterflies!  Pat stressed that it is very important to grow milkweed plants because 
that is the ONLY plant for the caterpillar phase of the monarch.  There are many colors and varieties.  Plant 
milkweed in your garden! 
 
Website 
Brenda Kerber shared the plans and timeline to gather information for our new handbook and updating the 
website, starting in mid-June with the goal for review by the Board mid-July and distribution electronically to 
GBTS members by September 7th, before the 1st meeting on September 14th. 
 
Announcements 
Members are reminded that the program at the June meeting is a plant swap!  Please gather your plants for 
both the table at the Farmer’s Market on May 26th and for our plant swap. 
 
Pat Fulton – hyacinth bean vine seeds are available on the table. 
 
Margaret Woda – Plantation Lake Flower Show is next Saturday, May 19th at the Clubhouse in Plantation Lakes in 
Millsboro.  Lisa reminded members take advantage of the opportunity to experience a Flower Show. 
 
Barefoot Gardens holding their annual Plant sale on May 12th near Pottery Place on Rt. 1 in Fenwick. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Alva Hutchison  
Secretary  
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