
 

 
April 12, 2019 
Ocean View Presbyterian Church 
 
Acting President Cherie Dorfman opened our meeting and welcomed all.  Maureen Eisenhart 
introduced our two guests. Cathy Bowen is a neighbor of Karen Plis in Bethany Forest and Signey 
Kleinot is a friend of Ria Carraro.  
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Alva Hutchison reported that the minutes from the March meeting were distributed.  Hearing 
no further additions or corrections, the minutes are filed and will be posted on our website. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Kathy Lesperance, Acting Treasurer, reported that we had a balance of $ 8349.30 and with 
$1500 income from Mt Cuba trip, new member dues and registration for DFGC meeting. Our 
expenses were $400.84 - New member welcome, sunshine, garden therapy and other 
various committees. Ending balance of $9448.46 
  
DUES are due by May 1st. Kathy is accepting dues, $35 for Members and $45 for Associate 
Members. (Kathy Lesperance, 31679 Ajewell RD, Dagsboro, DE 19939)  
 
BUDGET for 2019-2020 is attached. 
 
 
WAYS AND MEANS 
Reminder that today is the deadline for Mt. Cuba trip on Wednesday, May 1st. 
Cost is $65, which includes bus, entry and boxed lunch of choice.  We meet at 7:45 in the 
Giant parking lot in Millville.  Bus leaves at 8:15 and will depart from Mount Cuba by 3:30.  
There will be a 50/50 on the bus.  We still have seats available and would love to fill the bus, so 
please ask friends.  Checks to GBTS to Kathy Lesperance. 

  
Mark your calendars! Our next Dine & Donate will be at Northeast Seafood Kitchen on Thursday, 
May 9th starting at 5 pm.  It is lobster night so please join us. Come early, Stay late.  There will 
be a 50/50. 

  
June is our last meeting of the year and our Plant Auction. We are asking that all members bring 
at least 2 plants for the plant sale or a garden related item.  Remember to keep in mind that it 
should be something that you would give as a gift or want to receive yourself.  Please make 



sure your plants are neat and labeled with the name and care instructions. A photo of it would 
be wonderful also. 
Ria reminded members there are calendar month cards for 2000 to present available for sale at 
the Welcome table.  They can be framed and given as gifts, perfect for births, marriages or 
other special occasions. 
Ria thanked the entire committee and a special thanks to Kathy Lesperance for leadership to 
make Mt Cuba happen and to Karen Plis who arranges for our Dine & Donates. 

 
AWARDS 
Donna Gray reminded all committee chairs to be sure to take pictures of their events to have 
available when submitting for awards.  Also, please keep good notes describing the event.  
Donna is stepping down as chair and we need a new Awards Chair. 
 
DFGC NEWSLETTER 
Pat Fulton submits our article for the DFGC newsletter. Each Club has a page in the newsletter to 
share with others what we do. The next deadline is no later than May 3rd.  She asked Sandra 
Lopez to submit for Garden Therapy and Ria for our trip to Mount Cuba. 
 
GARDEN THERAPY 
Sandra Lopez is the chair of this committee which meets the 2nd Thursday of every month to 
provide garden related activities at the Pyle Center.  This month they helped 12 participants 
make spring baskets.  The group appreciates donations of small baskets and materials.  
Garden therapy has been an activity of GBTS for 6-7 years.  Sandra thanked Kathy Lesperance, 
Marianne Green, Sallie Melvin, Audrey Young, Ria Carraro, Nancy Hoffman and Martha 
Gallagher. 
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Eileen Quigley reported that this year we will provide planters for two houses.  (The Dedication 
originally scheduled to be held on Wednesday, April 17th was POSTPONED.) 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN:   
Lisa Arni, Parliamentarian, presented the option of adding a new elected position of 
Corresponding Secretary. This position was voted and approved to be added to the GBTS 
Executive Board and changes to the by-laws to include this new position and subsequent 
changes to the current Secretary position were discussed.  Rosemarie Kistenmacher was 
elected to this new Corresponding position. For the past few years, Rosemarie accepted the 
responsibility of internal communication to members by email of meeting notices and other 
communications.  Written changes to the by-laws will be sent to each member before the May 
GBTS meeting for review before general membership voting on the by-law changes at the May 
meeting.   

 
As incoming President, Lisa Arni is proposing extending our gathering time to start at noon. 
Hospitality would still provide our meal at 12:30, with the meeting starting at 1 pm. The 
additional time allows for mingling and getting to know one another and for members to 
accomplish Club business.  There was discussion.  This revision to our standing rules will be 
voted on next meeting. 
 
 



SCHOLARSHIP: 
Caitlyn Molnar our scholarship recipient will be attending our June meeting. Caitlyn is a full time 
student at Del Tech and is interested in a career in Ornamental Horticultural Landscape.  We 
look forward to meeting Caitlyn in June. 
 
HORTICULTURE MOMENT 
Lisa Arni shared about the care of the Guzmania plant (see attached.) She then introduced a 
new Horticulture Challenge.  Lisa brought in 5 Guzmania plants. Members volunteered to take 
a plant and care for it and bring it back to the September meeting – dead or alive!  The 
members accepting the Challenge are: Karen Plis, Ria Carraro, Carol Bishop, Maggie Baker and 
Ellen Dowling.  Good luck gardeners! 
 
COMMITTEE SIGNUP:  It is time to renew and sign up for committees for 2019-2020.  The 
sign-up sheet was passed around. 

 
 HOSPITALITY 

Sallie Melvin circulated the sign-up sheet for hostesses for the coming year.  She thanked Sue 
Basile who was the coordinator today and the hostesses, Pat Fulton, Pat Drizd, Linda Eaton, Jean 
Sewald and Donna Gray.  Our dessert table was decorated with a basket of beautiful tulips 
provided by Pat Drizd and Sue Basile did a planter for the food table and a lovely little herb 
basket to Welcome us. 
 
SUNSHINE 
Peggie Ravida sent in a report that Sandra Lopez, Marianne Green and Diana Ziegler and Peggie 
met and created 50 cards for the Meals on Wheels clients from the Cheer Center.  Peggie 
delivered the cards to the Meals on Wheels.  Many clients were so happy to receive our 
greetings and one woman, undergoing chemotherapy, shared that she had kept every card she 
has received from our Sunshine committee. 
 
LORD BALTIMORE ELEMENTARY GARDENS 
Thea Chandross reported the gardens at Lord Baltimore are looking good with the spring bulbs 
and a new tree.  She is scheduling workdays in early May. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Marty Pratt: On Wednesday, May 8th, enjoy a lovely Tea and garden party at the historic home 
of Barbara Slavin, President of the Ocean View Historical Society.  Both Barbara’s home and 
the developing Coastal Towns Museum across the street will be open for touring from 2 to 4 
pm. Limited to 50 people. $35 admission or $30 for members of the Ocean View Historical 
Society.  Proceeds benefit the completion of Halls Store Visitors Center.  

Pat Drizd: reminded us that the Delaware Center of the Inland Bays will hold their Native Plant 
Sale is Saturday, May 4. 9 am to 1 pm.  This annual event now includes a Green Living Expo and 
is held at James Farm Ecological Preserve on Cedar Neck Road in Ocean View.  Pat shared that 
many updates have been made to James Farm, including improved parking. 

 

 



PROGRAM 

GBTS members Alva Hutchison and Jean Sewald presented the program this month.  They 
were both at the 2018 Chelsea Flower Show.  Although there are approximately 40,000 visitors 
each day, Max and Jean Sewald spotted Alva in the crowd!  They gave a background of this 
prestigious event and shared pictures and stories about their experience, the exhibits, displays  
and landscape gardens.  Alva continued with a few highlights of the Garden Tour of London, 
Northern England and Wales sponsored by the Maryland Federation of Garden Clubs and the 
Maryland Horticulture Society.  Former President Betty Bloomfield provided numerous books 
on the gardens of London and the Cotswolds which members enjoyed viewing. 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

Maureen Eisenhart installed our new officers to fill the vacancies for the remaining term, 
through spring 2020: 

President: Lisa Arni 
Vice-President: Nancy Hoffman 
Recording secretary: Alva Hutchison 
Corresponding secretary: Rosemarie Kistenmacher 
Treasurer: Carolyn Clipp (who was not present) 
 
Maureen gifted each officer with a candy bar, reflective of the responsibilities of their office. We 
sincerely thank Cherie for assuming the dual responsibilities of President and Vice-President! 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alva Hutchison 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Budget for 2019 – 2020 
Income 

Membership dues $1925 (53) 
Regular 1475 
Associates 405 

Ways & Means $3000 
Awards $ 300 
DBG Tree Purchase $ 200 

TOTAL $5225 
 
Expenditures  
Administrative Supplies $100 
Church Donation $400 
Federation dues $500 
Insurance $450 
Miscellaneous $175 
Website $250 

 
DE Botanic Garden $240 

DBG Membership 40 
DBG Tree Purchase $200 

Garden Therapy $500 
Habitat for Humanity $100 
Historian $150 
Horticulture/Design Challenge $ 60 
Hospice Tree $300 
Hospitality $300 
LB Gardens $ 75 
LB Youth Program $200 
New Member Book $100 
New Member Welcome $100 
Programs $425 
Publicity $150 
Scholarship $1000 
Sunshine $ 50 

TOTAL $5865 
 

 

 

 



 

PLANT CHALLENGE - GUZMANIA 

Guzmania has more than 150 species, nearly all tank-forming. Some have colorful leaves, but 
most are shiny dark green. Their inflorescences are their most desirable asset; these may be 
compact heads or elongated spikes resembling fountains. Color may develop in large primary 
bracts, the central leaves, the flowers, or all of these. A flowering plant remains colorful for many 
months. Most Guzmanias grow in tropical forests in wetter, cooler, shadier habitats than most 
other bromeliads. LIGHT Because of the lower light requirements, Guzmanias are an ideal indoor 
bromeliad, and many hybrids are adapted to the home environment. If placed outside, be sure 
that no direct sun reaches them. TEMPERATURE Guzmanias must be protected from frost or 
freeze and many do not care for extreme summer heat. WATER Water quality is very important 
for Guzmanias. They do not care for hard, alkaline or salty water. Flush central reservoirs of 
bromeliad at least once a week. Avoid hard water; it can cause spotting of the leaves. Collected 
rain water is beneficial. HUMIDITY & AIR CIRCULATION Humidity and good air circulation are 
essential Guzmanias love higher humidity that most other bromeliads. FEEDING Use a dilute 
solution (1/4 strength) of a high quality, acidic, water-soluble fertilizer and drench the potting 
medium, foliage and central reservoirs with it. There are several formulations of DYNA-GRO 
fertilizer that we highly recommend. Guzmanias can also be fed by mixing a slow-release 
fertilizer into the potting medium. Beware of copper and boron which are toxic to bromeliads. 
Your fertilizer should have none or no more than trace amounts of these micronutrients. 
PROPOGATION In most bromeliad species, the plant you see blooming now will not bloom again, 
but begins a reproductive cycle that should produce multiple plants that should mature within 
approximately one growing season. The 'pups' will draw nourishment from the mother as she 
gradually declines. When the 'pup' is one-third the parent's size or when it begins to get crowded 
in the pot, it can be removed by gently twisting or cutting it away from the mother. Be sure to 
leave enough stem to anchor it when it is potted. Most Guzmanias grow best as single plants to 
allow their beautiful symmetry to be appreciated. POTTING Don't use pots larger than necessary; 
most Guzmanias grow nicely in 4 to 6 inch pots. Any potting mix is acceptable as long as it is 
acidic and holds moisture yet drains quickly. It should also be sufficiently firm to hold the plant 
steady.  
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