
 

 

February 10, 2017 
Ocean View Presbyterian Church 
 
WELCOME: 

President Jean Sewald welcomed everyone. 

PROGRAM: 

Vice President Maureen Ryan introduced the speakers from Delaware Department of Agriculture.  Faith Kuehn, 
PhD and Thalia Pappas, PhD presented a very informative program, Bees, Bees and More.  We learned about 
bees and other pollinators such as birds, butterflies and bats.  Dr. Kuehn shared that bees are really a 
“Keystone” playing a crucial role in maintaining the structure of our ecological community.  Worldwide there 
are 4000 species of bees and 123 different species have been catalogued in Delaware.  The bee population is 
decreasing for a variety of reasons, such as loss of habitat, poor nutrition, parasites and the improper use of 
pesticides.  This decline has brought forth many programs to Save the Bees.  The most important message is 
to realize is we all have a role.  No single organization can independently shoulder the responsibility to sustain 
the populations of pollinators.  Dr. Kuehn played a message from a colleague who has done research 
documenting the levels of pain from various bee stings!  As gardeners, we can be selective in our planting to 
provide plants for season-long pollen and nectar to attract a wide variety of bees and butterflies.  It can be as 
simple as window boxes and the pots on our deck to hedgerows and meadows.  Dr. Pappas shared information 
about a number of resources and programs that are in place to promote the Pollinator Partnership: Bee Friendly 
Farm Program, Million Pollinator Garden Challenge, SHARE Program and the Monarch Fueling Project. The 
SHARE program is Simply Having Areas Reserved for Environment. Dr. Pappas reminded us of the role we can 
play to promote awareness by seeking certification of areas around public and private spaces in our community.  
Dr. Pappas has shared the example of the plans for the meadow at Delaware Botanic Garden in presentation to 
nationwide organizations.  “National Pollinator Week” is a designation begun 10 years ago as a “necessary step 
toward addressing the urgent issue of declining pollinator populations.”  (National Pollinator Week is June 
19-25, the week of our Flower Show!) 

MEETING: 

President Jean Sewald called the meeting to order and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  She 
reminded everyone to sign in. 

Margaret Woda introduced her friend and Real Estate colleague, Katie Landon.  Pat Drizd invited Dennis 
Bartow from The Delaware Center of the Inland Bays.  We welcomed our guests. 



MINUTES: 

The minutes of the January meeting were distributed by email.  There were no corrections or additions and the 
minutes were approved as distributed. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Lenora Gentry, Treasurer, reported a balance of $10,251.22, as of January 31, 2017.  Lenora showed several 
items which were left at the Wine and Cheese event and Pat Wood claimed them.  Lenora is serving as the 
Registrar for the April 19th DFGC meeting and reminded members to sign up and pay. 

WELCOME DESIGN: 

Alva Hutchison thanked Barb Kopey for providing 2 examples of entries for Division I Class 6 in our Flower Show: 
Take Me Away: Week-end Retreat by the Sea.  Barb’s designs incorporated sea grass, driftwood and shells.  
She had a variety of mats and enjoyed exploring the difference the mats made to the overall design.  Class 5 
and 6 are both Small Designs, not to exceed 8” in height, width and depth, HB pg. 203-204.  Designers may 
choose fresh and/or dried plant material.  The Small Designs will be placed on a glass cylinder 9” high with an 
8” square clear Plexiglas top, provided by the committee, on a table with an ivory floor length table cover 
provided.  An 8” square underlay is required and provided by the designer.  As with all of our Design classes, 
the exhibitor chooses a favorite destination and must list it on a 3”x5” unlined index card, also listing the plant 
material used. 

Pat Drizd also provided a Welcome exhibit.  She had a variety of horticulture which could be entered in our 
Flower Show.  Pat completed entry cards for each item she brought, filling out the class information and using 
address labels for ease of completing card.  She provided suggested sources for proper identification of our 
plants.  She had specimens in clear glass containers, wrapping the stems in bubble wrap to keep them secure.  
She suggested always keeping the tags that come off the plants we purchase that provide the proper name and 
information about the plant. 

Pat shared that each year a perennial is identified as the Perennial Plant of the Year.  The National Perennial 
Plant Association has announced that the Asclepias tuberosa or butterfly weed is the Perennial of the Year for 
2017.  Quoting from their announcement:  “With all the “buzz” about bees and butterflies, why not celebrate 
and excellent plant known for its ability to support insects and birds and serve as the primary caterpillar food for 
a beloved North American native butterfly, the Monarch?”  Hardy in our zone, best grown in full sun and the 
flowers also last a long time as cut flowers in arrangements.  Butterfly weed is not subject to serious disease 
problems and deer usually avoid it.  After our program today, it sounds a perfect addition to our gardens! 

MEMBERSHIP: 

Maureen Eisenhart shared the list of Committees and asked members to edit the list, adding their name or 
taking their name off the list for 2017-18 year.  She reminded Chairs that according to our By-laws chairs can 
serve up to 4 years.  As an example, she announced that this is her last year as Awards Chair and a new chair is 
needed.  Maureen will be circulating the list next meeting also, in preparation for our Annual Meeting in May. 

HOSPITALITY: 

Nancy Hoffman thanked Sue Basile who served as Hostess Coordinator for our meeting. The Hostesses were Pat 
Fulton, Karen White, Pat Wood, Donna Stilz and Rosemarie Kistenmacher.  Yesterday was Sue’s birthday and 
today is Rosemarie’s.  Pat Wood provided a lovely red and white arrangement using a red wooden box as the 
container for our luncheon table.  Joan Sandone stepped in at the Welcome Table. 



HORTICULTURE MOMENT: 

Sheryl Swed provided information about Carex, a vast assortment of grassy plants commonly known as Sedges.  
All species are perennial.  They typically have short roots and often bear nuts.  Most, but not all, Carex 
species are found in wetlands, marshes and bogs.  Native species can be used in wetland habitat restoration 
and natural landscaping.  Sheryl shared that Gregg Pepper said Carex is on the Botanic Gardens site.  

FLOWER SHOW: 

Pat Drizd and Maureen Ryan provided additional information about the Flower Show.  They shared that they 
have met with several committees and progress is being made in the planning.  The program at our March 
meeting will be a hands-on workshop to help us prepare for Horticulture entries.  Our speaker is Betty 
Kramarck, NGC Master Flower Show Judge and a past president of the Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs in 
2003-2005.  Each Club member is to bring plant and/or specimen material that is available.  Prepare as if 
entering for competition at our Flower Show.  Pat and Maureen distributed entry cards for us to use. Members 
are reminded to continue to collect clear bottles in all variety of sizes to use for exhibiting. Karen Plis was 
pleased to announce that she invited 6 judges to judge our show and all six have accepted.  Alva announced 
that Nancy Rojewski brought in a couple of containers offering them to members to use as terrariums.   

GARDEN THERAPY: 

Martha Gallagher is requesting tea cups and saucers to use for a spring project.  Please bring to our March 
meeting or get to another member of the Garden Therapy committee. 

SUNSHINE:   

Cherie Dorman announced that the Sunshine Committee is meeting on Wednesday, February 14 at 10 am at 
Diane Ziegler’s home. 

BOTANTIC GARDENS: 

Sheryl Swed announced that although the ceremonial ground breaking was on December 1st, the true breaking 
of the ground is scheduled for March 1st.  George & Lynch will be preparing the site for edging and pathways.  
Piet Oudolf is designing the Meadow and is considered one of the finest landscape designers.  Piet will be 
planting on September 8th.  Sheryl asked for show of interest for a fund-raiser with Peit on Sunday September 
10. 

APRIL DELAWARE FEDERATION GARDEN CLUB MEETING: 

GBTS is hosting the April meeting held at Cripple Creek Country Club on April 19th.  Gregg Tepper is speaking on 
Best Trees and Shrubs for Delaware.  Tickets are $30 paid in advance and seating is limited to 130.  Lenora is 
taking the reservations.  Alva will be scheduling a workshop to prepare dish garden centerpieces carrying the 
spring woodland theme.  Lord’s Landscape is welcoming us to do the workshop in their store. 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 

As we adjourned members expressed appreciation the use of the microphone and speaker system provided by 
Ocean View Presbyterian Church.  Members liked the change in the layout of the room. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alva P. Hutchison, Secretary 


