
 

 

South Coastal Library 

December 9, 2016 

WELCOME: 

President Jean Sewald called the meeting to order and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  She 
reminded everyone to be sure to sign in and welcomed our newest member, Patricia Powell.  Pat shared about 
her many interests, including AAUW, book clubs, yoga, pickle ball and now Garden Club.  Welcome Pat! 

Jean reported to the Club that at the November meeting of the Delaware Federation Garden Club, our founder, 
Lisa Arni, was recognized with a National Life Member Award.  It is a well-deserved recognition for Lisa.  
There are pictures of the DFGC November 16th meeting on their website.   

http://www.delawarefederationofgardenclubs.org/dfgc-nov-2016-state-mtg 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the November meeting were distributed by email.  A correction was made noting that the 
report of Garden Therapy was incorrectly reported as Sunshine.  The minutes were approved as corrected. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Lenora Gentry reported a balance in our checking account of $10,419.  The profit from the bus trip 
to Longwood Gardens was $1,390 plus $62 from the 50/50 raffle. 

FOOD BANK OF DELAWARE  

A decision was made for members to give holiday donation to support the Food Bank of Delaware at this 
meeting.  Lenore accepted the generous donations from our members.  Maureen Eisenhart announced that 
she is hosting a game day on January 27 for AARP to support Food Bank of Delaware.  The game day will be 
held at the South Coastal Library. 

WELCOME DESIGN 

Alva Hutchison staged a holiday Functional Table for 2 as an example of this class in our Visual Vacation Flower 
Show in June. Alva titled her exhibit Winter Wonderland.  Alva distributed pages from the Flower Show 
handbook that define the Elements and Principles of Design and pages that describe the criteria for a functional 
table and the Design Scale of Points for judging.  Lisa Arni discussed Alva’s design, from judges perspective and 
answered questions from members.  “The exhibit must always include a decorative unit (a floral design, with or 
without candles or other accessories).  A container-grown plant alone is not a design.” 

HOSPICE TREE 

In the absence of the chair, Sandy Leahy, Peggie Ravida reported on the success of the Hospice Tree event for 
the Delaware Hospice at the Hospice Center in Milford.  Our members decorated the tree on November 30th in 



icy white and blue ornaments.  Peggie reported that a couple purchased the tree.  Committee members 
enjoyed lunch out together at Abbott’s Grill following the decorating.   

MEMBERSHIP 

Chair Maureen Eisenhart again welcomed our newest member, Patricia Powell.  She announced we will be 
welcoming another new member, Nancy Horne, who lives in Salt Pond. 

WAYS AND MEANS 

Chair Ria Carraro reported on the great success of the bus trip to Longwood Gardens on December 1st.  We 
filled the bus with a waiting list, the trip netted $1,390, plus the 50/50 raffle.  Members and guests enjoyed 
lunch at Buckley’s Tavern in Centreville, DE.  The Conservatory at Longwood was filled with beautiful holiday 
decorations and the evening lights throughout the grounds and the fountain displays were magical.  Along with 
being a successful fund-raiser, great memories were made for all who attended!   

HOSPITALITY 

Chair Nancy Hoffman thanked Hostess Coordinator Eileen Quigley and the hostesses Susan Tracey, Maureen 
Eisenhart, Brenda Kerber, Jean Sewald, Diana Hunter and Diane Monhollan for preparing a festive luncheon and 
dessert table.  The greeter at the welcome table this month was Karen Plis.  

HORTICULTURE MOMENT 

Lisa Arni shared information about favorite Holiday Plants, bringing two plants she recently purchased: Amaryllis 
and Paper Whites.  Lisa noted that the amaryllis she bought is actually not potted correctly.  An amaryllis bulb 
should be planted with 1/3 of the bulb above the soil line.  After the amaryllis has bloomed, put it in a sunny 
window and feed every two weeks until spring’s last frost.  The bulbs can then go outside in part sun until 
about Halloween.  Then place the plant in a dark spot, like a paper bag, to go dormant for at least 6 -8 weeks 
with no water and watch for the bulbs to begin to grow, bringing it back out to grow and bloom again.  Paper 
whites grow tall and should be tied or placed in a tall cylinder to keep the stems straight.  They will fill your 
home with a strong aroma.  Following their bloom, just toss the plant because they do not winter over to live 
and bloom again.  Poinsettias are only good to decorate for the season, but also toss when finished. 

Cherie Dorfman shared about arum Italicum which she has in her garden.  As lovely as the plant is with the 
spiked flowers and variegated leaves, it is extremely invasive and poisonous causing a rash like poison ivy.  
After much research including contacting University agriculture departments, Cheri has learned that the only 
way to get rid of the plant is to remove the soil and all of the bulbs of the plant.  She apologized to those who 
she had shared her plants and warned our members not to plant it in our gardens. 

GARDEN THERAPY 

Eileen Quigley reported that five members attended the program for the CHEER Center in Roxanna.  The group 
made baskets with greens.  Members of this GBTS committee provide a project for the seniors every month.  

YOUTH 

The next project at Lord Baltimore Elementary School will be to work on terrariums and the committee hopes to 
have available for the Flower Show in June. 

FLOWER SHOW 

Pat Drizd and Maureen Ryan reminded members that there are still spots needed on the committees for the 
Flower Show, to be held at Salt Pond Club House on June 23-24.  Maureen reminded us during this holiday 
season to save and gather clear bottles with narrow necks to use for displaying horticulture and that plants must 
be owned and care for by the exhibitor at least 90 days before the Show.  Our GBTS program next month will 



be on Terrariums, which is one of the Classes in our Show.  The speaker will be Mary Noel, a Sussex County 
Master Gardener and a past-president of the Spade and Trowel Garden Club. 

PROGRAM 

GBTS treasurer, Lenora Gentry is a talented artist and shared with us about a network of acquaintances that 
started when she was a member of Hill and Stream Garden Club in Kingsville, MD.  A fellow garden club 
member suggested Lenora join the Society of Decorative Painters, a national organization based in Wichita, 
Kansas of painters to promote the art of decorative painting.  Later, the White House called on the Society of 
Decorative Painters to decorate the 18 ½ foot tree in the famous Blue Room in 2004 when Laura Bush was First 
Lady.  Each year, the Christmas tree in the Blue Room is the center of all celebrations at the White House.  
That year, First Lady Laura Bush chose the theme A Season of Music and Melody and the tree in the Blue Room 
was to be decorated in rich colors and gold.  Members of the Decorative Painters were encouraged to submit 
for consideration.  It was juried and Lenora’s painted harp was one of 350 that were selected!  Lenora shared 
her wonderful memories and pictures of the day she and her husband Don attended a luncheon at the White 
House with other artists, to see all the holiday decorations, especially her ornament on the tree and to meet the 
First Lady. The dining room tables were graced with lovely white tulips.  After the 2004 holiday season, the 
decorations went into the archives.  When the Bushes left the White House they took items destined for the 
George W. Bush President Library and Museum.  This year, the Christmas tree at the Library brings back the 
celebration of A Season of Music and Melody, recreating the 2004 tree in the Blue Room and today Lenora’s 
harp again hangs with the other 350 ornaments on another 18 foot tree in the Library in Dallas, Texas. As Lenora 
finished her program, she shared a couple of decorative art pieces she painted with acrylics.  Lenora is a 
member of the Ocean City Art League and now usually does water color paintings.  She displays her work at 
the OC Art League and at other local venues.  Thank you Lenora for sharing your wonderful holiday experience 
for our program! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ADJOURN 

As our meeting was adjourning, an update was given on several members and their families.   

Pat Drizd shared that the Delaware Center for the Inland Bays will be planting trees at several locations on 
December 20 to 23rd.  If you are interested in assisting with this project to help protect our watershed and 
improve the habitat, please contact Pat. 

We were reminded that President Jean Sewald had distributed by email revisions Brenda Kerber provided for 
our handbooks.  Members are urged to print the revisions to keep our book current. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alva Hutchison 

Secretary 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 







 


